Chateau Edem
Cotes du Luberon

The Controlled Appellation was given to the Cotes du Luberon in 1988. The vines
have however been in the region since antiquity. The Romans planted the vines, in
particular in the Aigues regions and then in the middle ages and the Renai ssance
period the wine growing domains spread throughout the whole of the Luberon.

Thereal development of the vineyards started at the end of the 19th century and
grew between the two wars with the creation of the first co-operative cellars.

In the beginning of the 70’ s the vintners made some major investments and under-
took modernisation works. They worked on the improvement of the grape varieties
through oenology and using modern techniques. They also worked on the environ-
mental protection and implemented the rationalised cultivation principle. The ef-
forts were crowned with success in 1988 when the Cotes du Luberon obtained the
Controlled Appellation.

Since then the vintners continued their unceasing work to promote their wine and
obtain excellence. 1996 marked a turning point with the adhesion to the INTER
RHONE, the inter-profession of the Rhone valley. From thereon the Cotes du

L uberon became clearly attached to a great French wine growing region.

An employers group was formed in 1997 within the framework of the co-
operative. Their objective isto supply each cellar with a viticulture technician who
can intervene directly with the vintners. The appellation, through the inter-
profession, participates in the Continued Quality Tracking. The CQT task consists
of taking the linear AOC Cotes du L uberon samplesin order to ensure the quality
of the produce available to the consumers. Lastly, in 2001, 4 Rhone Valley appel-
lations united under the framework of the Nouvelle Ecole de la Vallée du Rhone.
Communication and activities have started, targeted in particular towards external
markets, thanks to a specific budget.

The dynamics of the appellation also depends on the creation of new cellars: the  This wine is made through traditional vinj
number of private cellars hasincreased from 17 in 1984 to 38 in 2002. cation of twenty-one days. Itisadeep r

wine with anose of red fruits such as gherry

A few dates:
- 120 BC, the installation of the Ro- and 1_‘0||0_W6d by agenerous mOl.Jth' elted
mans in the Luberon, first vine culti- tannins linger at the end to provide g'smooth

vation. (illustration: roman basre- finish.
lief of Cabriéres d’ Aigues)

- 1369 : an ordinance forbidding

vine plantations in some areas of the

territory for 20 years due to the ex-

tent of the vineyards.

- 1824 : the Apt territory counts

7,000 hectares of vines

- 1920 creation of the first co-operative cellar at Bonnieux

-1951:VDQS

-1988: AOC Wﬂ’ rovencian ¢,

- 1996 : Membership with Inter Rhone <
- 2001 : Creation of the Nouvelle Ecole de 1a Vallée du Rhone



